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Sidewalks and Street 

Trees

March 27, 2019 
Presented by Debbie Bell, Management Analyst



Sidewalks and Street Trees 
Agenda

1. Staff Presentation

2. CAMP Q/A to Staff

3. Public Comment 

4. CAMP Discussion/Action

5. Staff Summarize Next Steps



Community Asset Management 
Program Committee (CAMP)



Asset Management Program
2019-2021 Council Priority

To ensure that our community 
continues to receive vital 

services through a sustainable 
infrastructure strategy



Asset Management Program

Storm Drains 
20%

Sewer 16%

Sidewalks & Ramps 
8%

Pavement 18%

Recycled Water 8%

• Over $3 Billion in Assets
• Need $40 million/year for full level of service

Asset Values



Asset Management Program

• $600+ million backlog in 30 years
• Over 25% of the City’s assets will be failed



Asset Management Program

Asset Management Options:

• More efficient materials, 
practices and procedures

• Lowering service level 
expectations

• Shifting responsibility for 
certain assets

• Increasing revenue



Sidewalks and Street Trees
Council’s Past Action and Direction

Past Action: eliminated inefficient sidewalk subsidy 
program (reduced expenditures $1.5M/year)

June 2018 Council Direction: simplify process to 
remove street tree causing sidewalk defect AND 
clarify liability for sidewalk defects

November 2018 Council Direction: Clarify details 
of the proposed ordinances AND conduct additional 
public outreach



1941 – California Streets & 
Highways Code requires 
adjacent property owners 
to maintain sidewalks

Livermore has always 
required the adjacent 
property owner maintain 
sidewalks

Sidewalks
Current Policy/Practice



Sidewalks 
Proposed Ordinance

• Adjacent property owner responsible for sidewalk 
maintenance and liability adjacent to front and side 
yard 

• City to maintain sidewalk adjacent to City property, 
along backing lots, and at pedestrian access ramps 
and medians



Sidewalks 
Sidewalk Repair Criteria

Repairs needed when defect meets 
repair criteria (Detail ST-33)

Multiple Repair Methods Allowed

1. Replacement (ST-31)

2. Grinding/Slicing (ST-32)

3. Fillets, fill replacement, and 
others with approval 

Standard Detail ST-33



Livermore Municipal 
Code requires adjacent 
property owners 
maintain adjacent street 
trees

Livermore Municipal 
Code does not allow 
removal of street trees 
causing sidewalk 
defects

Street Trees
Current Policies/Practices



Retains requirement of adjacent property owners to maintain street 
trees in front and side yards

Proposed Changes
• Defines Street Tree

• Adds ability to remove street tree if causing sidewalk damage 
unless root pruning or other control measures can help

• Allows City to maintain a street tree that is causing a hazard and 
charge the property owner if they refuse to complete the work

• Adds replanting requirements

• Adds fines for non-compliance 

• Requires new or 50% valuation improved lots to irrigate existing 
adjacent landscape areas

Street Trees
Proposed Ordinance



• Per tree: minimum 15-gallon replacement and $100 to the Urban 
Forestry Fund

• If no suitable location to replant: 
1. Other visible location, or 
2. Payment to the Urban Forestry Fund of $200/tree

• Replacement tree recommendation from City Arborist

• Replant within 120 days of removal

• Four or more street trees referred to Community Development 
Department

Street Trees
Proposed Replanting Policy



Example: Typical Right-of-Way



Front Yard

Backing Lot

Example: Backing lots

Backing lot = area located between the back of curb and property line that is 
inaccessible to the adjacent property owner. 

Major street = rear or side property line
Collector street = rear property line



Sidewalks and Street Trees 
Agenda

1. Staff Presentation

2. CAMP Q/A to Staff

3. Public Comment 

4. CAMP Discussion/Action

5. Staff Summarize Next Steps



Website: www.Assetmanagement.net

Comments/Questions: 
assetmanagement@cityoflivermore.net

Debbie Bell: 925-960-8024 

http://www.assetmanagement.net/
mailto:assetmanagement@cityoflivermore.net


Asset Management Program
FY 2019-2021 Work Program

• Asset Management Public Outreach 
• Next Asset Classes: walls, storm system
• Technology: Asset Management System & GIS
• Create an Asset Management Fund 
• Advocate for Asset Management grants and 

programs



• Materials available for public for review 
• Direct email to mailing list
• Dedicated website
• Social media posts

• Library Event – February 7
• Farmers Market – March 24
• CAMP Public Meeting – March 27
• Future Council Consideration

Sidewalks and Street Trees
Outreach & Next Steps



Major and Collector Streets



• Tree Planting Guide = 
Standard Detail L-18A-L

• Street Tree Planting 
Quantities and Clearances 
= Standard Detail L-3A

• Street Tree Planting = 
Standard Detail L-3B, C, 
D,E

Street Trees
Street Tree Standards
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